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also would like express my deep appreciation 
to the troop leaders and parents for their com-
mitment to teaching our youth the skills and 
values that will serve them well throughout 
their lives. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE CRISIS 
COMMUNICATOR OF THE YEAR 
AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 26, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Ms. Sonya Daniel upon re-
ceiving the Crisis Communicator of the Year 
Award from the Pensacola chapter of the Flor-
ida Public Relations Association. 

In her role as the Public Information Officer 
for Escambia County, Ms. Sonya Daniel is re-
sponsible for disseminating vital information to 
the public during times of crisis. During trop-
ical storms and hurricanes Ms. Daniel has re-
mained calm and levelheaded. Amidst panic, 
she effectively relayed important information to 
residents of Escambia County on how to pre-
pare and respond to crises. She was recog-
nized by the Florida Public Relations Associa-
tion for her streamline approach to commu-
nicating with the media. Ms. Daniel is known 
for utilizing all the resources of local media to 
reach concerned citizens as quickly as pos-
sible. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I proudly recognize Mr. 
Sonya Daniel as the Florida Public Relations 
Crisis Communicator of the Year. I am grateful 
for the work she does to inform the residents 
of my district of critical information. My wife 
Vicki and I wish Ms. Daniel and her family all 
the best for the future. 
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Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, today 
Congressman JOHN GARAMENDI and I ask our 
colleagues to join us in honoring the life of 
Byron Athan, who passed away at age 91 on 
November 25, 2009. 

Byron Athan was passionate about public 
service. He dedicated his life to serving his 
country and community for over 68 years and 
Byron started his unique and distinguished ca-
reer by joining the U.S. Army. He later be-
came a fixture in the San Ramon Valley, au-
thoring the City of San Ramon’s Charter and 
later serving in city government in multiple ca-
pacities including as Mayor and City Attorney. 

Byron Athan joined the Army in 1941 and 
retired in 1964 at the rank of Lieutenant Colo-
nel. He served during WWII in the Pacific The-
ater. Other assignments included tours in post 
war Germany and Japan, as well as assign-
ments in Fort Lee and Fort Belvoir, Virginia, 
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, and at the Pentagon 
as a member of the Army Staff. 

Bryon Athan was vital to the incorporation of 
the City of San Ramon in 1983. He wrote the 
City Charter and served as San Ramon City 

Attorney from 1983 until his election to the 
City Council in 1995. He was San Ramon 
Mayor from 1998 to 1999. He returned to the 
City Attorney post from 2004 until he retired in 
October of 2009 at age 91 as one of the most 
experienced practicing attorneys in California. 

Byron lived life with a passion for explo-
ration and adventure. Byron finished the mara-
thon in Greece based on the original com-
pleted by the ancient Greek Pheidippides, as 
well as races in San Francisco and Hawaii. 
His spirit did not diminish with time. He cele-
brated his 90th birthday with a 100-mile bike 
ride. 

Byron’s years of service to his community 
touched the lives of many and improved the 
quality of life in San Ramon. He led by exam-
ple and in the words of former San Ramon 
Mayor Diane Schinnerer, ‘‘he is known and re-
spected for his honesty, integrity, work ethic, 
and knowledge of the law.’’ Athan Downs Park 
in San Ramon, is dedicated in Mr. Athan’s 
honor because of his successful advocacy for 
parkland in the city. 

Byron Athan’s dedication to public service 
leaves a legacy that will continue to benefit 
the people of San Ramon, the state of Cali-
fornia and our great nation for generations to 
come. It is for these reasons that Congress-
man JOHN GARAMENDI and I ask our col-
leagues to join us in honoring the memory of 
Byron Athan and in sending our thoughts and 
prayers to his beloved family and friends. 
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FOR AFRICA 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to recognize ‘‘A Hand Up, Not a 
Hand Out’’ Benefit Concert for Africa. This 
Benefit Concert will raise money for sustain-
able investments in Africa through the Devel-
opment in Gardening charity organization. 

Development in Gardening seeks to improve 
the health and well being for HIV-positive and 
other at-risk individuals in developing nations. 
This is accomplished by teaching the skills 
and providing the infrastructure to create sus-
tainable community gardens, thereby empow-
ering people to improve both their nutrition 
and earning potential. The program reaches 
out to orphanages, hospitals and outpatient fa-
cilities to install micro gardens that provide not 
only a steady source of healthy, fresh vegeta-
bles but a sense of community and purpose. 
It focuses on improved nutrition, food security, 
micro-enterprise development, home garden 
extension, personal empowerment, and social 
change. 

This benefit concert is anticipated to raise 
$5,000 to fund the program’s ongoing efforts. 
I would like to commend Lani Furbank and 
Kevin Hargrove for their commitment to help-
ing those in need. Lani and Kevin have orga-
nized this event, which will result in the better-
ment of countless lives in Africa. Residents of 
Northern Virginia have a strong record of com-
munity involvement and charitable giving. I am 
honored to represent a district that is always 

willing to help those in need, both at home 
and around the world. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the contributions of Devel-
opment in Gardening and, particularly, the ef-
forts of Lani Furbank and Kevin Hargrove. By 
supporting sustainable micro-economic devel-
opment projects, we invest in the continued 
well being of others. We provide the tools and 
education for people to be self-sufficient and 
live in dignity. 
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Wednesday, May 26, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is with great honor that I rise today in recogni-
tion of the service of David O. Miller from the 
Protocol Office of the Air Armament Center, 
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. Mr. Miller retires 
today after 49 years total federal service, 28 
years in the United States Air Force and 21 
years of Civilian Service. I am proud to recog-
nize his vast contributions to national security 
through his humble service to this great Nation 
in the United States Air Force, both as a 
member of active duty as well as a civil serv-
ant. 

Mr. Miller is a native of Loris, South Caro-
lina. He graduated from Loris High School in 
June 1962, and began his military career with 
the United States Air Force in September, 
1962. He later attended the University of 
Tampa and the El Paso and Pike’s Peak com-
munity colleges. In his military career, he first 
served as an Administrative Apprentice and 
retired as a Senior Master Sergeant in Feb-
ruary 1991. 

The United States Air Force has been in ex-
istence more than six decades and Mr. Miller 
has been serving her for almost five decades 
beginning in 1962. He began his protocol ca-
reer in 1976 when General Chappie James di-
rected the establishment of the first protocol 
office at Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado. 
Mr. Miller was one of three people chosen to 
establish the organization. His outstanding 
performance in the protocol field eventually led 
to General Gregory Martin, Commander, Air 
Force Materiel Command, honoring him for 
superior performance in his duties by award-
ing him the Commander’s Recognition Award 
in 2004. Mr. Miller was the second person to 
receive this award. 

After retiring as a Senior Master Sergeant 
following 28 years of active duty service in the 
United States Air Force, Mr. Miller began his 
civilian federal service career in 1991 as a 
protocol assistant with the Protocol Office of 
the Air Armament Center at Eglin Air Force 
Base. Throughout his career, Mr. Miller dem-
onstrated superior performance as a compas-
sionate leader driven by a tremendous sense 
of purpose. He pursued excellence each day 
at the Air Armament Center, contributing im-
mensely to its mission success. He consulted 
on protocol matters to ten Eglin center com-
manders, all of whom were charged with lead-
ing the world’s largest Air Force Base. With 
Eglin being one of the most visited military fa-
cilities in the Department of Defense, Mr. Mil-
ler tirelessly contributed to a team of round- 
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